• Application Serial No.: 10/673,085 
Amendment dated Jan. 5, 2007 
Reply to Office Acton dated Oct. 24, 2006 

Amendments to the Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for processing a batch of mailpieces ma i lp i oc o 
using a mailing machine, the batch of mailpieces being held in a predetermined 
seguence in a plurality of containers, each container holding a predetermined portion of 
the batch of mailpieces, each mailpiece in the batch including information printed 
thereon that indicates seguence data of each mailpiece in the batch of mailpieces and 
postage data for determining a postage charge for the mailpiece. the information being 
printed in machine readable format, the method comprising: 

scanning the information printed on rec ei v i ng a mailpiece to obtain the seguence 
data of the mailpiece and the postage data for the mailpiece that inc l ud e s 
representative data on a r e gion of tho mai l pioco, tho repres e ntative data boing i n 
machin e- readab le format ; 

obtaining i mago data of tho mai l pioc o ; 

transm i tt i ng at l oast a port i on of th e imag e data to a storage location for 
subsequent uso in tracking th o ma i lp io c o ; 

calculating the postage charge for the mailpiece based on data as a funct i on of 
the postage data r e pr e s e ntat i ve data obtained from the scanning the information printed 
on the mailpiece : 

printing an indicia on the mailpiece that represents the calculated postage 
charge data; 

generating a contro l s i gnal as a funct i on of tho roprosontativ e data; and 

modifying operation of a ma i l i ng mach i ne as a function of the contro l s i gnal 

determining if the seguence data for the mailpiece includes a container break 
indicator that signifies the mailpiece is a final mailpiece for a first container of the 
plurality of containers used to hold the batch of mailpieces: 
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if the sequence data does not include a container break indicator, depositing the 
mailpiece in the first container and accepting a next mailpiece for processing; and 

if the sequence data does include a container break indicator, depositing the 
mailpiece in the first container and modifying operation of the mailing machine to 
deposit subseguent mailpieces in the batch of mailpieces into a second container of the 
plurality of containers used for holding the batch of mailpieces, 

wherein the predetermined seguence of the batch of mailpieces and the 
predetermined portion of the batch of mailpieces in each of the plurality of containers is 
maintained . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein modifying 
operation of thea mailing machine includes temporarily pausing operation of the mailing 
machine to allow the first container to be replaced by the second container . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the information 
is printed in r e pr e s e ntativ e data i nc l udes a barcode form . 

4. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the 
information repr e sentat i vo data is encoded. 

5. Cancelled. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the information 
printed on the mailpiece roprosontat i vo data uniquely identifies the mailpiece. 

7. Cancelled. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein calculating the 
postage chargedata further comprises: 

adding a surcharge to thea postage charge amount for the mailpiece to account 
for additional services specified for the mailpiece in the postage data included in the 
information printed on the mailpiece roprosontativo data . 
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Claims 9-12. Cancelled. 

13. (Currently Amended) A An apparatus mailing machine for processing a batch of 
mailpeces f the batch of mailpieces being held in a predetermined seguence in a 
plurality of containers, each container holding a predetermined portion of the batch of 
mailpieces, each mailpiece in the batch including information printed thereon that 
indicates seguence data of each mailpiece in the batch of mailpieces and postage data 
for determining a postage charge for the mailpiece. the information being printed in 
machine readable format, the mailing machine comprising: 

means for scanning the information printed on rocoiv i ng a mailpiece to obtain the 
seguence data of the mailpece and the postage data for the mailpiece that has 
r e pr e s e ntativ e data on a r e gion of th e ma il p i ec e , th e r e pr e sentat i v e data b e ing i n 
mach i ne readab l e format ; 

m e ans for obta i n i ng i mag e data of th e mai l p ie c e ; 

moans for transmitt i ng at loast a port i on of tho imago data to a storag e l ocation 
for subsequ e nt use in track i ng th e mai l p ie c e ; 

means for calculating the postage charge for the mailpiece based on data as a 
funct i on of the postage data r o prosontat i vo data obtained from scanning the information 
printed on the mailpiece ; 

means for printing an indicia on the mailpiece that represents the calculated 
postage charge data; 

m o ans for generat i ng a contro l s i gnal as a funct i on of tho roprosontative data; 

CM id 

moans for mod i fying op e ration of a ma ili ng mach i n e as a function of tho control 

s i gnal 
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means for determining if the sequence data for the mailpiece includes a 
container break indicator that signifies the mailpiece is a final mailpiece for a first 
container of the plurality of containers used to hold the batch of mailpieces; 

means for depositing the mailpiece in the first container and accepting a next 
mailpiece for processing if the seguence data does not include a container break 
indicator; and 

means for depositing the mailpiece in the first container and modifying operation 
of the mailing machine to deposit subseguent mailpieces in the batch of mailpieces into 
a second container of the plurality of containers used for holding the batch of mailpieces 
if the sequence data does include a container break indicator, 

wherein the predetermined seguence of the batch of mailpieces and the 
predetermined portion of the batch of mailpieces in each of the plurality of containers 
will be maintained . 

14. Cancelled. 

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in Claim 13, wherein the means 
for calculating the postage charge date further comprises: 

means for adding a surcharge to thea postage charge amount for the mailpiece to 
account for additional services specified for the mailpiece in the postage roprosontat i ve 




data included in the information printed on the mailpiece . 
Claims 16-19. Cancelled. 

20. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in Claim 13, wherein the means 
for modifying includes means for temporarily pausing operation of the mailing machine 
to allow the first container to be replaced by the second container . 

21. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in Claim 13, wherein the 
information is printed in roprosontativ e data i ncludos a barcode form . 
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22. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in Claim 13, wherein the 
r e pr e s e ntative data information is encoded. 

23. Cancelled. 

24. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in Claim 13, wherein the 
r e pres e ntativ e data information printed on the mailpiece uniquely identifies the 
mailpiece. 

Claims 25-30. Cancelled. 
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